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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn

Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Watson

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides 
through serene woods, open meadows and 
mountain streams.  Reservations recommended 

Book now for your fall foliage 
ride in one of North Georgia’s 

most beautiful mountain settings 

Guided Trail Ride 
Fall Foliage from Horseback  

706-745-5252 

www.TrackrockStables.com

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding
Hearing Instrument Specialist

411D HIGHWAY 515 • BLAIRSVILLE, GA

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

706•400•2988

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre Paint & Staining Specialist • 25 Years Experience!

Now taking reservations 
for Interior Repaints 
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties

blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409
Now accepting major credit cards!

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Press Only Garments • Shirts & Laundry Service
Hydrocarbon Dry Cleaning • Comforters - Beddings - Drapery

Leather & Suede Cleaning • Wet Cleaning
Wash, Dry & Fold • Alternations

Wedding Gown Cleaning & Preservation
Special Applique Garments • Fire, Water, and Mildew

Restoration Cleaning • Clothing Storage Available 
37 Hunt Martin Street, Blairsville • 706-745-1976

221 S Main Street, Hiawassee • 706-896-8580

NOW OPEN

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

nicole.lands@metrobrokers.com

706-994-3814 ~ Cell
706-781-1884 ~ Office

63 Plott St. Suite A
Blairsville, GA 30512

Nicole Lands you the 
home of your dreams!!! Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults 

Let us service your hearing devices 
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia

63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

Paid Political Advertisement

Lamar 
has the 

ABILITY to 
PLAN for 
the future 
of Union 
County.

Re-Elect
Lamar
PARIS

Union County Commissioner

Vote Lamar Paris,  
Commissioner for All The People

Please visit my website at www.VoteParis.com

 Election Day • November 8th! 

Public Safety and Finance are the two most important parts of my job. One involves your lives and the health 
of your families and the other involves your tax dollars. 

Few, if any, rural Georgia counties have a full time Fire Department, drastically cutting response times.  
We added additional Fire Stations with upgraded equipment saving you on your Fire Insurance.

When you compliment this with the Sheriff’s Dept employees, and a First Class Union General Hospital, we are 
all blessed to live in such a county. What is the value of saving one life because of fast, well trained Fire or EMS 
services? If it’s your life, it’s PRICELESS.

Good, safe, well marked and maintained roads is another part of Public Safety. All you have to do is travel •	
around North Georgia to know how good our roads are. We have an exceptional Road Dept that is only a 
phone call away from your needs.

Union County has just completed one of the best Financial Audits ever. •	

Our credit rating was raised in 2015 from A + to AA- by Standard and Poors, the best it has ever been. •	

Our SPLOST Sales Tax revenue is breaking all records as well as our Hotel/Motel Tax. •	

Our unemployment rate is below 5%, the lowest since the Great Recession. •	

Our	finances	could	not	be	in	better	condition.	•	

Obviously the people of Union Country must like what we have built or improved upon because they  •	
have passed each SPLOST with over a 70% approval rate. All but one project, the Community Center,  
are paid in full and it will be paid in full before the end of the current SPLOST. There will be no debt for 
future generations.

New Union County Fire Department Facility including Emergency Operations Center - •	 Paid in Full
Public	Safety:	New	vehicles	for	Sheriff’s	Department,	additional	fire	trucks,	new	ambulances	-	•	 Paid in Full
Renovated and Expand UC Courthouse - •	 Paid in Full, Renovated the Civic Center - Paid in Full
New Farmers Market with rental stalls and new canning plant and adjacent property - •	 Paid in Full
Library and Senior Center renovation and expansion - •	 Paid in Full, Covered Horse Arena - Paid in Full 
Transfer Station renovation and expansion - •	 Paid in Full, Convenience Center on HWY 325 - Paid in Full
Purchase of property at Meeks Park for new walking trails and access to Old Blue Ridge Hwy - •	 Paid in Full
Meeks Park Splash Park, new playgrounds, walking trails, and outdoor exercise equipment - •	 Paid in Full
Historic Courthouse Elevator - •	 Paid in Full, New Veteran Center - Paid in Full 
Suches Senior Center and Community room renovation and expansion - •	 Paid in Full
Choestoe School House Voting and Community Center - •	 Paid in Full, Canoe Launch - Paid in Full

My opponent continues his misrepresenting and lying to you in his ads. I have let most of this slide, but he has 
hit a nerve talking about Recreation, which he obviously knows absolutely nothing about. 

NO KID, now or ever, has been denied playing any Recreation Department sports because they did not have the 
funds.	We	have	scholarships	for	kids	in	need	and	if	that	is	insufficient,	we	have	had	staff	and	friends	pay	it	out	of	
their pockets. This is typical of the totally false and inaccurate statements Cook runs in his ads every week. How 
would he know what is going on? He is rarely ever seen around the county at ANY events.

Transparency – What a joke that Cook would talk about Union County Government not being transparent.  
Only if you have had your head under a stump for years would you not know that:

I have answered thousands of questions in the North Georgia News in the past 15 years, I return phone calls, 
I	reply	to	FaceBook,	I	reply	to	texts,	I	reply	to	emails,	I	accept	office	visits,	and	we	provide	any	open	records	
requests for any county documents. How more transparent could it be? I also keep the public informed with 
thousands of photos on FaceBook and I report to the public from snow and ice covered roads on their condition 
each winter.
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Burglars...continued from Page 1A

Meeting...continued from Page 1A

owners are still trying to figure 
out if there are any cigarettes 
or any drinks missing, but they 
probably did more damage than 
what they got.”

The Food Heaven store 
is located just before the Towns 
County line on GA 515.

Authorities in Towns 
County are investigating a 
Sunday burglary of their own, 
which also occurred in the early 
morning hours, only several 
miles away at the Marathon 
Station up Bell Creek Road in 
Hiawassee. 

It is believed that the 
Towns County burglary is 
connected to the one in Union 
County, and that these burglaries 
are connected to a series of 
burglaries north of Interstate 
20, including in neighboring 
Fannin, Gilmer and Pickens 
counties.

Less than two weeks 
after the Aug. 31 burglary in 
Union County, Towns County 
was hit by individuals they 
believe to be the same, with 
two burglaries of convenience 
stores in Young Harris on Sept. 
11 near the Junction leading to 
Hayesville.

Sgt. Dyer urges residents 
and businesses to exercise 
caution until  this group, 
suspected to be based out of 

Atlanta, is apprehended. 
Residents should keep an 

open eye and report suspicious 
activity to 911, such as parked 
veh ic les  ou t s ide  c losed 
convenience stores, paying 
special attention to the hours 
between 2 a.m. and 4 a.m.

For businesses, Union 
County Sheriff Mack Mason 
has said that they should keep 
low cash in their stores, and to 
make regular deposits by the 
close of business each day. 

The  Union  Coun ty 
Sheriff’s Office has previously 
offered to escort businesses 
making deposits to the bank – 
those interested should call 911 
to request a deputy escort.

“As far  as  securi ty 
cameras go and that equipment, 
if these stores can maybe afford 
it, set up a dummy one and 
put their recording device 
somewhere else,” said Sgt. 
Dyer. “Maybe try to get one of 
these backup security systems 
where the backup of the security 
is offsite.”

Sgt. Dyer said that the 
sheriff’s office will continue to 
remain diligent in their nightly 
patrols of area businesses, and 
that it’s just a matter of time 
before this group of burglars 
is caught.

The commissioner went on 
to praise the good work done by 
victim services organizations like 
S.A.F.E., and urged “all citizens 
to actively participate in the 
scheduled activities and programs 
sponsored by S.A.F.E. to work 
toward the elimination of domestic 
violence.”

Also  in  the  mee t ing , 
Commissioner Paris announced an 
agreement between Union County 
and CHA, an engineering and 
construction management firm, for 
the “development of a layout (not 
to exceed $4,000) for a proposed 
access road for the Union County 
Farmers Market to US 76/GA 515 
to tie in at the current signal control 
intersection with the Glenn Gooch 
Bypass.”

The commissioner expressed 
his excitement over the possibility 
of having direct access to the 
Farmers Market off of GA 515, 
though he did say that the project 
is still in the planning stages and 
“not a done deal yet.”

“What we have done, we’ve 
applied to GDOT to not only have 
an access, but to allow them to pay 
for the access, at least hopefully 
a majority of it, which is coming 
off the red light at Wendy’s,” said 
Commissioner Paris. “We don’t 
have control of that property yet, 
but we’re negotiating with the 
folks that do.

“But we had to go ahead and 
do this contract to get this design 
on the road to make sure it will 
work before we actually contract 
to trade with the property owners 
right there. It’ll give us a different 

access into the Farmers Market 
right there, and make it a lot easier 
for future expansion, anything we 
do out there.”

The commissioner also 
finalized the acquisition of the 
Merritt House off of Earnest Drive, 
across from the Union County 
Library, for $180,000. The property 
features a little more than an acre 
of property and a home, and will 
serve as the new location for the 
offices of the North Enotah Drug 
Accountability Court.

“The drug courts now are 
using a facility in town that’s very 
inadequate,” said Commissioner 
Paris. “They’ve had mold and 
mildew problems with it, and 
they’ve been on us for about a year 
and a half to try to find a piece of 
property that they could build, do 
something on. 

“Drug court receives funding 
from the state of Georgia, so they 
will have money to pay us rent on 
the property – not that we’re going 
to make anything, but I think they 
can justify the rent over about a 15-
year period of payback, so we’ll at 
least get rent on the property.”

The county will find a use 
for the Merritt House in time, 
which requires interior renovations, 
and the commissioner said the 
property will soon be home to a 
new 2,500 square foot doublewide 
office complex to be used by the 
drug court.

Also in the meeting, the 
commissioner announced his 
intention to install a passive exercise 
machine area in Meeks Park II, for 
use by older residents.


